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MR. CLARK: This Is United States versus 
Thomas Jos' ph Herrmann, 12,RoO. 

In presenting a change of plea this morning, 
we anticipate a plea of guilty to 'Count 1 of 
che Indictment. Tne oth-r tv:o .counts will be 
dismissed at a later date. 

TH~ COURT: May I see the file, Mr. Cleric, 
pL me? 

THE CLi.RK: 1 don't have the file. 

TIL', COURT: Le can't proceed with the case 
without a file. 

MR. CLAdK: The Cleric just took it; 1 
thought ne W63 bringing it in, to you. 

TIL COURT: This is Thomas Joseph Herrmann. 
Counsel for Mr. Herrmann? 

MR. UPR. R: Eugene Spear, if your Honor 
please. 

THE COURT: Mr. Herrmann, you heard the 
statement of the As latent District Attorney, 
tna t you dt sire to ci a-*' your plea on one cc-:»c 
of this indictment; is tnat correct? 

TiL. r.. r.NDAK T: Ym, your Honor. 

THL COURT: nl :h of the counts do you wish 


to change your plea on? 

Trlh IV.I NDANf: I believe it 


it 1, 




A 
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your Honor. 

THE COURT: Count Number 1. 

Is that your understanding. Counselor? 

MR. SFEAR: Yes, if your Honor please. 

THE COURT: Before permitting a plea over 
again on Count 1, Mr. Herrmann, the Court would 
inouire of you first, has counsel advised you 
what the maximum penalty could be on this particu¬ 
lar count? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: What did he tell you? 

* 

THE DEFENDANT: 20 years, or $5,000 fine, 
or both. 

THE COURT: And has your counsel, or anyone 
in the District Attorney's office, or anyone else, 
either connected with the court or otherwise, 
made any promise to you as an inducement to get 
you to change your plea, expressing what disposi¬ 
tion the Court would make of your case in the 
event that you did change your plea? 

THE D; FI NDANT: No, your Honor. 

Till COURT: In other words, the decision to 
change your plea is m"de of your own free will? 

til: Di-PENDANT: Yes, your Honor. 

Ti COURT: *Iith that understanding, the plea 






f 

» 
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of not ruilty on Count l may be erase!, and 

Mr. C lr rk, you will put the Defendant to plea 

over a.Tain at tints time on Count 1. 

' 

THE CLERK: J)o-s your client wish to waive 
the read in..’ of the indictment? 

MR. SLEAR: Me can waive. 

Til: COURT: Are you familiar with its con¬ 
tents, without it bein* read? Because it can be 
read Just as easily. 

THE D. V. HDANT: Ye3, your Honor, I'm familiar 
with it. 

THU COURT: Mould you like to have it read? 

THE D..FE,ND/NT: It is all right. 

TiL. CLi.RK: Cr' ilnal Action 12,860, United 
States of America versus Thomas Josenh Herrmann. 

As to Count 1 of the indictment, charging 
you in violation of Title 18, United States Cc , 
Section 2113(a), how do you plead? 

THE D;.Fi.NDANT: Gu illy. 

T i. Cl . t: Your Honbr, the Defendant pleads 
guilty to Count 1 of the indictment. 

THE COURT: Before occ pting the plea of 
guilty, Mr. Herrmann, the Cf'urt would inoulre of 
you, what do you unlerstani that you ar<- admitting 
by thin plea of guilty to Count 1? 

//«. 
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TliZ DEFENDANT: Bank robbery. 

TUB COURT: More specifically, what particu¬ 
lar bank robbery? 

THL DEFENDANT: Ceo? ;etovin -- Union Trust 
Company, in Georgetown. 

T}I', COURT: And was there a gun used in 
connection with the robbery? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yea, your Honor. 

TiD COURT: /nd did you have a gun in your 
possession at the time you participated in the 
robbery? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: /nd during the course of the 
robbery, were there, or was there money and 
other goods taken frc:n the bank, by the use of 
force and violence -- the use of a gun? 

TK DEFENDANT: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Now, during the past 24 hours, 
have you had any medication or drugs? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, your Honor. 

TIE COURT: Jo that you are In good health 
\ 

In every respect? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Has counsel for this Dcfen iant 
invent 1, uted to k termin'- whether or not any 



illegal confession or cny illegal or unlawful 
search and seizure occurred in Ends case, v.nlcn 
might In any way cause tnis guilty plea to oe 
involuntary? 

MR. DPEAR: I have, your Honor, and I nave 

found none. ^ 

THE COURT: And Mr. Herrmann, you've heard 

your counsel's statement and representation of 

you in this matter; are you satisfied with his 

representation of you:’ 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, your Honor. 

THE CCURT: Counsel for the Government, 

wnat would you be prepared to prove in this case 

MR. CLARK: Your Honor, the Government 

would prove that on the morning of August 14, 

1570, two males entered the Georgetown Drench 

of the Union Trust Company, and robDed the nan* 

/ 

at. gunpoint of a sum of $3,124.95. 

VJe would further show that tne Georgetown 
Branch of the Union Trust was a bank insured bj 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Company, and we 
would intro luce testimony of tellers, a ban* 
m< ssenger and a customer In the ban<c, that Mr. 
Herrmann was one of the DanK robbers. 

Ve would further introduce testimony of 
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witnesses who placeJ then in the parking lot, 
from which the getaway car was stolen. 

THE COURT: '/ere there any pictures in this 
case? v 

MR. CLARK: Yes, your Honor, there were 
approximately 250 frames of bank surveillance 
films, that showed the Defendants in various 
angles, and showed them quite c’.early. 

Tnere were no disguises used in this robbery, 
other than nats and sunglasses. 

THE COURT: You have heard the statement of 

» 

the Assistant District Attorney, Mr. Herrmann. 

And it is your request that the Court accept your 
plea of guilty? 

THE Diin .. ’ANT: * Y , your Honor. 

THE COD AT: Very v:ell. The Court accents 

the plea of guilty on the first count. 

Is there a bond in this case, gentlemen? 

MR. CI/HK: Your Honor, the Defendant is 

incarcerated in Bridgeport, in lieu of bond at 

% 

this time. 

/ 

THE COURT: How much is the bond? 

MR. CLARK: $50,000. 

THE 3CURT: The same bond may continue. 

The matter will be continued for pre-sentence 


T9 





8 



( 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


investigation, which usually ta^es about two 
weeks. 

MR. SPA'R: If your Honor pleased, Mr. 

Herrmann was sentenced last Friday in the 
Superior Court in Bril -eport, on various charges. 
The effect of the sentence being five to seven 

years. 

I would request, if your Honor pleases, 
that he at t.ois point be released to begin 

i 

serving that particular sentence today, if 
possible. 

MR. CLARK: The Government would not object 
to that, your Honor. 

THrl COURT: In other words, is there a 
sheriff from the State present here, to bring 
him back? 

MARSHAL DiRIL’NZO: I can have a sheriff 
here within an hour, your Honor, and I can re¬ 
tain custoly until the sheriff arrives. 

THU COURT: The Court will sign the custody 
order when the sheriff arrives with the proper 
papers to tare him into custody. Until then, 
the bond remains. 

When the sheriff arrives and eati fies the 
Court, that he has pro; r pap r ; to take hi ■. into 
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MR. CLAit<; Yon, your Honor. The Government 
has no objection to that procedure. 

THE COURT: Prepare the proper papers, and 

« 

n the* her1 f arrives with the mittimus, the 
Court, will execute the mo a if icettion, accordin ly. 
MR. . CL' RrC : T ha nr. you. 

MR. SPE'H: Thank you, your Honor. 

(Whereupon the matter was concluded.) 
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■* v .c rr-<^r of tb * r ' Ei:—n of Iir.**?* «?vt Vr* 

v . :•• :v-V '"• 1 .' ’.* A « two vbito tales 

yearly teach tyre kata vith brKa rolled dovn vi.d vcnrl; - su-■■ classes entered 
the Union Trust : . rvrotQvn, Connecticut. The tat r of the f.« ten, 
later idc*. J flud re The ; J. ihrn^sa, hold cv all nlctfl or chro..e?- a.cd 
revolver. Tile shorter .' he two n, later 3 itified as Scarce r '* shanati, 
entered the teller3* area an 1 tool, r.onoy freu loth teller*a booths xmiLcr one 
and nur.ibcr tvo and placed It ia a broom paper grocery shoppin; tag* 

Alter Bunksnan obtained the each, Loth ton ran out the front door, neroaa 
tin street Lad catered a l‘jo7 ford Mustai!', vfcwo description and license vxrLcr 
v-n-o cd. Th' tuo then drove off In the car, turnip south on houto :■{ tcr..arus 
^•ituo* It vac lawr dor. ii oi that this car had keen stolen no pro'hunt a ly one- 
half hour earlier ia .‘Ud-cfield. The cor vac recovered ulthin ninutes after the 
robbery appro/.Irately c»nc~ lunrtsr nile iron the bank. 

The L;ud. ia protected by a 35 r..t.llli.otcr car era and a client alam that 
rir"J In the Connecticut State Police Barracks in It idee field, Connecticut. Ac 
the \ an entered the Lank a teller irr ediately beceua suspicious end activated 
Loth the oar era and the silent ad an:. Tlus fils: on the camera vas developed and 
positive identlfloatioiM cf both defendants Hermann and Buvkanan were tvule by 
officers of tha Gtaiaiurd rolice lVepartr.ont. 

An audit vras conducted and it vaa dotcridned that $3 , l.-‘;.05 '•’as 1: i->cinp. 

On August 22, 17(0, prosecution o/os authorised c/piinat the defendant for 
Laid; robbery. On August 2‘>, 1*70, the defendant, Thomss J. iierrranr., van 
erreat.ed by the Sttunford rolice 1 opart event on a federal ’•arrant. ..a vac xic.ja 

in lieu of a , 50,010 bond. 

On hoy 13, 1971 in the U. S. district Court in Ifow Haven, Connecticut, the 
defendant pled guilty to «ovr,t c.vs of the throe-count lndictr.cnt smieh charges 
tha defendants vith tor.) i~t ixjftay free. the Union Trust Cut cany, aeorfe-svn, 
Connecticut, by force, violen.no or Intimidation, in violation of lo U.a.e. 
2113(a)- 

On Kay 7, 1971 Jn the Sip crier Court in Bridgeport, Connecticut, the 
defendant vas sentenced to the Cornsrticut Slate Prison ior live to se,on 
years t:.d he it currently incarcerated •-’..ere serving that center.es. 

STATilThtf 0/ COT.'Zi-’Eh'BAhY: 

Codcfcndarit Geor, o b. Buchanan vaa interviewed, at 'which ti: o he admitted 
completely hin involve- er.fc in the bnrdc roll ry. He stated tnat ho and ..errur. .» 
had planted the lank i-obbery er.lovlantoly three uay.t prior and 1-ad stolon ..a 
“ in RMiefiold as part of tt:-» bards ref ry plan. 1' Mr oi that they needed 

•:y to jna ace nsu las to sustnin ttuIr * •.. >fcic • «>»• — * 
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, , „ - „„ t ff'-OT '.*hllo codefondant 1 cn " .t\ 

that Its ?rvj=r?^V_; • ^ ^ o • - — • — lnt<> ^ - toLcn ear ea-1 drooti 

hsld the -?:\po». A.'-2 o + .-s .o . *.;■ . Il ^ l , a ,.*r et vhleh tins they 

to their ova car vhich vas located a sh.Tt u; .a. u.. , . 

exchanged cars cad returned to Star., ora. 

r.iiFEiniAifr'.'J ^3ion o? o~nn: 

. , , ti r> r>«^,v«t Ire.. 0 u ']'- n r‘ Toiuraao P. Pondl so 

b» vr 1 ".i"'i 1 7:'? ;»'»?«. im. •« 

at tho u. . I . ■ ..a al ated that ho aad 

%£& ' . ' ■ ' tj arsMr 

EO further stated that ■■ *» ^^adtM^^Ha^atod that”* it van rare a 

*na w*t - rr ' r‘" S, -v'-f -r atit«. thit th. he toed 

<W* ° f ?» -it-d tofhaSdeftedeet ru*a«w wilt the 

“cSttStoi J&2* &?&*»«» «* that they he* ■>•* «• -«T « 
drugs and other ltcr.a. 

naan ts.cotdi 


Jevent1 

c. 

Of fen" a 

Place 

1957 
(Age l ! 0 

Theft of property 
Disorderly conduct 
School referral 

Stamford, Conn. 

Adult. 



3-25-59 
(Aue 1C) 

Breah.lrs and catering, 

2 counts 

Stafford, Conn. 

11-18-59 

Theft 

Gtconferd, Conn, 

10-16-02 

Disorderly conduct 

Starcfcrd, Conn 

5-0-63 

Lnrco.ny 

Ecrcon County, 
N.J. 


I>1 sronitton 
Juvenile Court. 


Referred to Juvenile Court. 

Nolle. 

.<25 flr-e. 

9 jsonths suspended, 2 years 
probation; *150 fine to he 
paid at the rate of i3 P?- 
yeah* 

* th, uhovo cfcso the *<**«* ~ ««»* onC.tch*; 
rmda that th, defendant and Wo other «” rian| vJ t . , . . r>t 

»*-r< '»« ' •, 3‘tota. 

•ion.. IS :•• ••■■■. V"'- £. crr.Ao trial cn 

end loft Ul’T lyin'”, on the ft - ’• - TO ' .. ...... , , tv . e' fcndint entered 

,v y 0, i;Cj, the Clarce of rotary had been dlaaia-ml — u - xcr *” a 

a pica of entity to the larceny charge. 
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3-16-64 


1 --; 

Kaaaitui. iter 


v< 


'■'■ta-a'erd, uo-an. 


,30 fine. 

UR 2-3-65, --C.fi VO 

J.-te -Tlson 
to l j~xc L l - -y to 3 
3 years. and 

Jen-CC v.» i---5*~y. 

Th^ defendant v.as hold criminally responsible for the fatal .shooting of 
a 21 year old ran, Irises tcr.orco, who ha l core to the <•: fesda*it*« arartrent 
with a ; •!• ... - police described as a narcotics 

transaction. The victim, Peliarco, van dead on arrival at Starfora Hospital 
frosi bullet wound", differed wl.or. re van . hot at the delcedant's v. r 
Defendant Hernrann told police that the ran had broken into the front doer of 
his apartment and entered a hall r.-sr the living room, he said that he got out 
of bed and too'/, a gun with hln to Investigate. Although he admitted knowing the 
two men, defendant Herrmann told police that lie did not recognize then at first 
and began Ghcoting. 


4-3-64 False statement to 
FBI 


U.3.District Court l year, suspended after 

New Haven, Conn. 30 days, 2 years probation. 


On February 7, 1564, the defendant reported to the Stanford Police recartrent 
that his 1956 Karr.ann Cilia Vol v .c:a'’en sedan had been stolen. The Stanford police 
then notified the Federal Lurcau of Invest.!-ation wise questioned the defendn-vt who 
subsequently- gave them a statement ns to the theft of the car. It was later do- 
temir.cd that the defendant had had an acciccufc in hew York City ’'hiLe he was 
drinking and reported the enr stolen in order to pacify his wife. 


5-26-69 Attempted breaking 
and entering 


Stamford, Conn. 


l-o,0-70, 2 to 4 ycr.rs 
suspensed, 2 years 
probation. 


The defendant pled guilty to a ding, abetting, assisting end courv el leg one 
Richard 11. Joss while Joss attempted to break and enter a lmiLdlrg in the possession 
of Roger Taranto and used for the custody of property, with intent to corns it a 
crime therein. The defendant also pled guilty to be!. - '; a second offender vita 
tlvi liability of being sentenced to a term not exceeding double the tor:- provided 
by lav for the offense. 


5-12-70 Oslo of narcotics, 
2 counts 


Stanford, Conn. 


On 5 - 5 - 71 , Ct. 1 - C3? 

2 to 5 years; Ct. 2 - CSP 
5 to 7 years, to run 
concurrent. 


Tho police report reflects that on two separate occasions the defendant sold 
a quantity of heroin to undercover agents. 
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5-7-71 Probation violation Bridgeport, Ccr.n. Probation rewkc-l ntf 
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aad school authorities since hn\:ao lh years'of lnvolved vith roUce 

Parento r.nd Slbllr -s. 

StosSra goUwantegSlr ** *. rotlrot 
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As previously r—orted r>- ' v-~ "" ' J ha 7?ival ior nr.proKlx:.ately 17 years. 
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